University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

5-18-1990

Nicaragua: Contra Demobilization Update
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaragua: Contra Demobilization Update." (1990). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/4033

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 070554
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaragua: Contra Demobilization Update
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May 5: A contra delegation headed by Israel Galeano (Franklin) signed a demobilization agreement
with President Violeta Chamorro's government. Agreement provisions were similar to those of the
April 18 accord, with the exceptions of government promises to create resettlement communities
and provide a host of economic and social benefits to disarmed contras, and a pledge to reduce
the size of the army by June 10. The precise locations of the resettlement communities and other
details are to be publicized May 31. Under the April 18 and May 5 accords, the demobilization
completion date is June 10. May 8: According to Witness for Peace, about 80 contras delivered their
weapons and uniforms to UN peacekeeping forces (ONUCA) at a ceremony near El Almendro,
120 miles southeast of Managua. A WFP observer team reported that Commander Franklin told
400 of his troops they had accomplished their task of bringing democracy to Nicaragua and invited
those who wanted to disarm to stand to his left. After 80 contras did so, trucks carried them to
the ONUCA camp. WFP reported that most of the 80 were not combat ready, nor did they turn in
new and sophisticated equipment. "The weapons they turned over were almost exclusively old,
but functional, AK-47 rifles." Other contras in the area carried new weapons, spare ammunition
and backpacks. Most of the 80 who went through the disarmament procedure had a gun and little
else. Although Franklin told journalists that all the contras in the zone were free to demobilize,
only 80 had volunteered. WFP reported that several of the contra fighters who disarmed May 8
said that individual contras do not decide when to disarm, but rather follow orders. The former
contras interviewed by WFP said that on May 7 their commanders selected them from among
the others, and told them they could disarm for the following day's ceremony. According to WFP
observers' calculations, an average of about 100 contras would have to be disarmed every day in
order to complete the demobilization process by June 10. Another 40 contras were demobilized
on May 8 in other security zones. May 11: Daily newspaper Barricada reported that a rural worker
was killed May 9 by a group of contras who have refused to enter the security zones. Nicaragua
Network reported that residents of La Conquista, Carazo department, have blamed Nicaraguan
Opposition Unity (UNO) activists for the April 29 murder of a labor organizer affiliated with the
Sandinista National Liberation Front. The victim was attacked with machetes and rocks. May 17:
The Nicaraguan Defense Ministry reported that contra groups refusing to disarm had killed two
civilians and a soldier, and had raped three women in different parts of the country on May 15. One
contra died and another was wounded in another shootout, the report said. The Ministry report said
only 300 contras have thus far turned in their weapons. [Basic data from AFP, 05/17/90; Witness for
Peace demobilization update (Managua), 05/10/90; Nicaragua Network (Washington, DC), 05/09/90,
05/11/90]
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